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From the Lake Committee  
Our mission for 2003 was to invest our efforts in improving the lake water quality.  We set out to 
accomplish this task by consulting with agencies that have experience in areas which have an 
impact on water quality. Some of the agencies that have been providing data and 
recommendations are the Lake County Health Department – Lakes Management Unit, The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources, several fisheries and aquatic plant nurseries. 
 
Water Quality Monitoring Program   
Water quality was measured from May to September to determine the condition of the lake water. 
This could be compared to having your cholesterol checked and your doctor making 
recommendations for improvement.  Below are several important measurements that compare 
2000 to 2003. 

                      2000          2003 
Secchi          30”          27” 
TP                   .09           .17 
TSS              15.6          16.8 
TSI                66.9          77.97 

 
Explanations of these measurements can be found on the Lake County Health Department’s web 
site and hitting lmu link or detailed lake reports.  
 
Aquatic Plant Program 
Our volunteer group planted at several locations throughout the lake.  We had some success and 
learned what worked and what didn’t.  We’ve reviewed our results and are consulting with various 
agencies for the 2004 aquatic plantings. Those consulted agree that 20-30 % of the lake surface 
should have aquatic plants.  Plants hold together the lake bottom, help improve water quality, 
provide shade and cover, reduce shoreline erosion and a few other good things (stir fry?). If you 
would like to get involved in 2004, please contact the Lake Chair on the website. 
 
Fish Management Program 
In fall 2003 our lake was stocked with fifty 12”-14” muskie and three hundred  7”-9” walleye.  The 
introduction of these predator fish should help to curb the reproduction of carp, which are 
destructive to a lake environment.  Their feeding and spawning habits degrade the water quality by 
uprooting lake plants and re-suspending  bottom sediments.  You are encouraged to remove and 
destroy any carp that are caught in our lake. 
 
Fish Survey 
In fall 2003 the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fisheries performed a 
supplemental fish population survey on our lake. The survey provides us with a snapshot of the fish 
population and will assist us with our stocking program. The % of species during the survey period  
were:  bluegill 42%, largemouth bass 30%, black crappie 10%, bluntnose minnow 4 %, carp 3%, 
warmouth 3%, and white crappie 2%.  All state fish regulations apply to our lake.  Based on the 
survey, it is recommended that you voluntarily release all northern, muskie and walleye in 2004.  
This will give the predators a chance to grow to sizes that can keep the carp population down. 
  
Aerators   
The aerator system aids in the breakdown of suspended solids in the water column.  Aerators are 
turned on after ice out in spring and shut off at first ice in fall.  The aerator pump on the south end 
of the lake was replaced with a new model in 2003.  The aerator on the west end of the lake was 
rebuilt.  If during the season you do not see bubbles at the aerator locations, please contact the 
Lake Chair.  
 

Enjoy The Lake! 
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